MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 19, 2007

Participants: Mr. Vikram Lal, Gen. J.P. Gupta and Mr. K.K. Jaswal 

The E.C. reviewed the progress on the following issues:

· Appointment of C&AG: A writ petition has been filed in the name of Public Cause  Research Foundation through counsel Ms. Kamini Jaiswal and is likely to come up for admission shortly.

· Directives on Lok Pal Bill: Mr. Prashant Bhushan is yet to go through the draft prepared by Common Cause after consultation with likeminded civil society organizations. The matter is yet to be re-listed for hearing.

· Police Reforms: Mr. Prakash Singh has been monitoring the progress of implementation of the directions given by the Supreme Court. A meeting with Mr. Prakash Singh may be held during November 22-23, 2007 to decide on the role to be played by Common Cause in the follow-up of the Supreme Court directions.

· Petition on Panchayati Raj Institutions: Common Cause may firm up the modalities of collaboration with Parivartan and other field-based organizations like Centre for Environmental Concerns, Hyderabad to pursue the issue of violation of the 73rd Constitution Amendment in the High Courts.

· Initiative on Communal Harmony: In view of the lack of interest on the part of COVA Hyderabad, Common Cause may pursue the initial proposal to extend support to genuine grassroots level civil society organizations working for the cause of communal harmony in Meerut.

· Cess on Construction: Common Cause may take up the issue of non utilization of the cess for the welfare of the construction workers in Delhi with the authorities concerned.

· Power Sector Reforms: The Executive Committee was apprised of the deliberations of the National Convention on Consumers Right to Clean and Efficient Energy organized by the Consumer Coordination Council at Lucknow during November 14-15, 2007. The issue of introducing competition in the areas of generation, transmission and distribution was raised in the Convention by Mr. Jaswal, but it could not be discussed in depth because of the participants’ preoccupation with specific consumer grievances. It was decided that Common Cause may send an issue note to the Central Electricity Authority highlighting the need for bringing in true competition in the areas of generation, transmission and distribution of power by encouraging the entry of multiple players in the same functional and geographical space and permitting different commercial entities to exploit the same infrastructure. The concept may be developed further through interactions with the CEA and other expert bodies before it is presented to a few selected State Governments which are most likely to pursue power sector reforms.

· Documentation Centre: Director may seek a fresh contribution from Godrej Foundation for purchase of book cases and other furniture required to set up a documentation centre.

· Completion Certificate: The formalities regarding issuance of completion certificate for Common Cause House have been completed and the matter is being pursued with the Municipal Commissioner of Delhi.

· Adoption of accrual system of accounting: The accounts of Common Cause Society and Trust, which are partly maintained on cash basis at present, are to be maintained on accrual basis from 2007-08 onwards.

· Dates for meetings of Governing Council & General Body: It was decided that the next meeting of Governing Council shall be held on March 8, 2008, followed by the Annual General Meeting of Common Cause Society on March 29, 2008.

· Executive Committee Meeting: The next meeting of the Executive Committee shall be held on December 3, 2008 at 11a.m.

                                                    ________________________________

