       August 16, 2013 

Dear 

I am addressing this letter to you on behalf of Common Cause, a civil society organisation of long standing, which has been in the vanguard of the campaign for accountability and probity in public life. 
Our counsel, Shri Prashant Bhushan, who is also a member of our Governing Council, had written to you on January 11, 2013, and brought to your notice credible documentary and circumstantial evidence showing a prima facie case of corruption involving Shri Virbhadra Singh, former Union Minister of Steel and the incumbent Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh. 

The relevant facts marshalled by Shri Prashant Bhushan are recapitulated below.

· Shri Virbhadra Singh was the Union Minister of Steel from May 2009 to January 2011.
· The Income Tax authorities conducted raids at several offices of Ispat Industries on November 30, 2010. On December 1, 2010, they seized a document which appears to be the record of off-book cash transactions of the company employees from 2007 onwards. 
· The spread-sheet seized by the Income Tax officials records four payments amounting to Rs. 2,27,74,535 to one ‘VBS’ between 28.10.09 and 24.08.10 and a payment of Rs. 15,00,000 to ‘Min of Steel APS’ in September.
· Although Shri Virbhadra Singh denied any dealings with Ispat Industries and claimed that the initials ‘VBS’ mentioned in the seized document did not match with his name, he was shortly thereafter shifted from the Steel Ministry to the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
· In his affidavit for the 2012 elections to Himachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly, Shri Virbhadra Singh disclosed some new facts which not only strengthen the possibility of his illegal dealings with Ispat Industries, but also independently amount to corruption under the Prevention of Corruption Act.
· Shri Virbhadra Singh filed revised income tax returns for the assessment years 2009-10, 2010-11 and 2011-12 on 02.03.12, showing increases in agricultural income from Rs. 7,34,000 to Rs. 2,21,35,000 in 2009-10, from Rs. 15,00,000 to Rs. 2,80,92,500 in 2010-11 and from Rs. 25,00,000 to Rs. 1,55,000,00 in 2011-12. 
· He also filed a Memorandum of Understanding dated 15.06.08 with one Anand Chauhan which authorised him to manage Shri Singh’s apple orchards and invest the proceeds/income from the sale of apples in “government securities, Mutual Funds, in schemes of LIC or to invest the money in the products of Scheduled Banks by ensuring safe and better returns.” 
· Between April 2008 and March 2010, Shri Chauhan deposited about Rs. 5 crore in cash in his Punjab National Bank account in Shimla. He also made corresponding payments by cheque towards LIC premiums totalling roughly Rs. 5 crore in favour of Shri Singh, his wife Pratibha Singh and two children, Aparajita Kumari and Vikramaditya Singh. 
· Shri Singh’s affidavit lists three LIC policies in his name with a total premium of Rs. 1,51,20,000, five policies worth Rs. 2,20,00,000 in the name of his wife, two policies amounting to Rs. 15,00,000 in the name of his daughter, and five policies worth Rs. 90,00,000 in his son’s name. 
· In parallel with his MoU with Shri Chauhan, Shri Singh entered into a similar MoU for the management of his apple orchards with one Bishambar Dass on 17.06.08. It is strange that he entered into two conflicting agreements for the management of the same orchards for the same period. 
· It appears that the MoU with Shri Chauhan had been backdated to create an explanation for Shri Singh’s unaccounted for income during his tenure as Union Minister of Steel. The same explanation holds for the revised income tax returns showing a manifold increase in his agricultural income. Shri Singh has not been able to explain these charges so far. 

There has been no concrete action on Shri Prashant Bhushan’s request to you to direct the CBI to register an FIR under the Prevention of Corruption Act and undertake a proper investigation into this matter, which has been in the public domain for a long time. We would urge you to accord due importance to this case and apprise us of the steps taken by the Central Vigilance Commission in the exercise of its statutory function of superintendence over the CBI. 
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