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Minutes of the Annual General Body Meeting of COMMON CAUSE Society 

held at Common Cause House, New Delhi, on March 4, 2017 

Mr. Kamal Kant Jaswal, President, Common Cause, called the meeting to order at 

11.00 a.m. As the quorum was not complete, the meeting was adjourned at 11.15 

a.m. to be reconvened at 11.30 a.m. In all, 20 members attended the meeting.  

The President extended a warm welcome to the members. Delineating the main 
axes of the ongoing programmes and activities of Common Cause, he stated that 

the Society’s foundational philosophy continues to underpin all its interventions. In 
order to retain its social relevance in a rapidly evolving conjuncture, a civil society 
organization, while remaining true to its core values, must reinvent itself from time 

to time. It is a matter of satisfaction that the leadership of Common Cause has 
been able to harmonise the imperatives of change and continuity. This, he said, is 

reflected in the tenor of its new initiatives, the structure and get-up of its 
refurbished journal, the emphasis on outreach programmes and the innovations in 
fund raising. 

 
The President observed that the Society’s public interest litigation during the period 

under review has registered some notable successes and a few disappointments. 
Recalling a recent case, he stated that the intervention of Common Cause 
succeeded in foiling the government’s design to foist an interim director on the CBI 

in violation of the established norms. Eventually, a meeting of the Selection 
Committee had to be convened post haste, leading to the appointment of regular 

Director. 
 
The President acknowledged that in a few cases the Apex Court had made some 

unwarranted observations in regard to the Society’s submissions and averments. 
Nevertheless, Common Cause has continued to pursue its mission and objectives 

without fear or ill will. 
 
In the context of the developments in some of its PILs in the recent past, the 

governing structures of the Society have formed the view that while it was 
important to highlight particularly egregious cases of corruption by individual public 

servants, the greater dividend was in attacking the systemic causes behind them. 
He cited as examples of targeting systemic ills the Society’s initiatives in the fields 

of police reforms and protection of the integrity of institutions of governance. It was 
also felt that the highest priority should be accorded to the cleansing of the extant  
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system of political funding, which is the root cause of the degradation of the organs 

of the state. 
    

The President drew the members’ attention to the Annual Report of the Society for 
the year 2015-16, which was published in the October- December 2016 issue of the 
Common Cause journal. He then invited the Director, Dr. Vipul Mudgal, to proceed 

with the items on the agenda." 

Consideration of the Annual Report and Adoption of the Annual Accounts 

and Auditors’ Report for the year 2015-16 

The Director presented the main points of the Annual Report of the Society for the 

year 2015-16, copies of which had been made available to the participants. The 

members expressed their satisfaction over the information presented.  Maj. Gen 

(Retired) J.P Gupta proposed that the Annual Report and Audited Accounts of the 

Society along with the Auditors’ Report be adopted. Mr A.K.Ahuja seconded the 

motion, which was unanimously carried.  

Appointment of Auditors for the year 2016-17 

The Director stated that the Auditors, Messrs. VKGN & Associates, Chartered 

Accountants, had discharged their responsibilities during the year under review to 

the full satisfaction of the Society. Mr K.K. Jhingan proposed that they be 

reappointed for the year 2016-17. Mr R.C Agarwal seconded the motion, which was 

adopted by the General Body. 

Activities and Programmes:  

Citing ‘continuity with change’ as the motto of his team, the Director reaffirmed his 

commitment to the organisation’s core values. He made a Power Point presentation 

on the main activities and programmes undertaken since the last AGM in 

furtherance of the missions and objectives of the Society. The following were the 

highlights of the presentation. 

1. The new-look website: The Common Cause website which serves as the face 

of the organization has been completely revamped. Our PILs and subsequent 

orders are now being uploaded real time. 

2. New partnerships: The Society engaged with like-minded institutions and 

organizations such as the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) and National 

Law University (NLU) Delhi, to pursue collaborations for its programme on the 

access to justice.  
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3. Youth Outreach- As part of our efforts to reach out to the youth, the Director 

held a live AMA (Ask me anything) session on the social media forum, 

REDDIT, and answered question from young students and professionals, 

about our programmes and activities. 

4. Fund Raising Initiatives- The members were informed about a crowd funding 

drive aimed at inviting small contributions from a large number of people for 

legal research and other activities under the Right to Education. The amount 

collected was Rs. 52,529, in the first phase. Significantly, the individual 

donations also rose to Rs 2,05, 601 this year. 

5. The new-look Journal- The Common Cause journal strives to be a collectors’ 

item on social policy issues. The members were informed that the Deptt. of 

Justice had requested for 100 copies of the issue on Judicial Reforms to be 

shared with judicial officials and other stake holders. 

Advocacy initiatives 

Police Reforms:  

The Director apprised the members of the progress being made in developing an 

Annual State of Policing Report (ASPR) in collaboration with Lokniti Programme of 

the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS).The proposed ASPR/ rule 

of law report would take a holistic approach leading to a state-wise police 

performance cum perception index. The ASPR is being supported by the Lal 

Foundation and a pilot survey is due to be rolled out in 11 states starting in April 

2017. 

Judicial Reforms: 

Common Cause has been holding wide ranging consultations with like-minded 

organizations on smart and effective use of ICT for improving the quality and 

delivery of judicial services to the citizens. Interactions have been held with the 

NLU, Delhi, with a view to evaluating the e-Courts Project, which aims to improve 

the productivity of the system. The proposed activity includes a second dip-stick 

survey of the E-Courts Mission on the basis of actual availability of the services 

deemed to have been delivered.  

Health Services:  

Submission of Comments- Common Cause submitted its comments on the 

Medical Treatment of Terminally Ill Patients (Protection of Patients and Medical 

Practitioners) Bill, 2016, following a public notice issued by the Deptt of Health and  
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Family Welfare. As a litigant in Common Cause Vs UOI (WP (C) 215 of 2005), we 

have been researching medical and ethical aspects of the issue. 

 

Representations before Ministry of Health and Family Welfare- 

Representations were made before Shri J P Nadda, Union Minister of Health & 

Family Welfare and the department’s Secretary for improving accessibility and 

availability of generic drugs in India.  

 

Potential PIL- It is believed that the generic drugs are the lifeline of affordable 

medicines for the common citizen. Our pharmaceutical industry is a major source of 

generic medicines worldwide. However, due to the lack of effective policies, most 

people are forced to buy expensive branded medicines. Common Cause is working 

on a potential litigation on this issue.  

 

Right to Education: 

Consultations and representations -Common Cause has held consultations for 

evolving advocacy and intervention strategies for improving the learning outcomes 

in government schools. A representation was made to Delhi’s Education Minister 

Manish Sisodia to amend the Delhi RTE Rules in order to incorporate a framework 

to prevent school drop-outs.  

Empowerment of SMCs- Common Cause team is working on an interactive 

handbook on the empowerment of School Management Committees (SMCs) to 

improve community participation in the running of schools, particularly in slums and 

urban villages.  

 

Submission of Comments- Common Cause has submitted its comments on the 

Draft National Education Policy, 2016, in response to a public notice issued by the 

Ministry of Human Resource Development. The comments/ suggestions were mainly 

about improving the primary and secondary education.  

 

Potential PIL-The possibility of a potential litigation on the non-implementation of 

the provisions of RTE Act is now being explored.  

 

Miscellaneous Interventions:  

 

Common Cause also submitted its views on the uploading of RTI replies on the 

government websites to strengthen protected disclosures. 
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In the matter of the CAG Audit of NOIDA, GNIDA and Yamuna Expressway 

Authority, a representation was made to the Governor of UP, Mr. Ram Naik with 

reference to his proactive engagement over the audit of the Ghaziabad 

Development Authority by the CAG. We also sought his support in our fight for 

building institutional integrity in the functioning of all development authorities that 

deal with sale and transfer of land in India. 

 

Applications filed under the RTI Act: 

 

i. Issue of Generic Drugs/ Pricing of medical devices 

Common Cause has filed RTI applications before (a) the Medical Council of India 

(MCI)  seeking particulars of the steps taken and policies made by the MCI to 

promote and encourage the sale of generic drugs in the past five years, among 

other things; (b) the Secretary, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, asking for 

particulars/terms of Reference of the committee set up  to examine the Intellectual 

Property Rights (IPR) Regulations, in the pharmaceutical sector; and (c) the 

National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority of India (NPPA) seeking particulars of the 

report submitted by the Maharashtra Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to the 

NPPA on its study on the arbitrary overpricing of medical devices. 

 

ii. C & AG Audit of NOIDA, G. Noida and Yamuna Expressway 

Authority 

A number of RTI applications have been filed as a follow up to our writ petition filed 

in the Allahabad High Court on September 1, 2015. The applications were filed to 

ask if any audit of NOIDA, G. NOIDA and Yamuna Expressway Authority had been 

done by Examiner, Local Funds Account in the last three years and whether the 

audit reports were tabled before the legislature in the past three years along with 

the comments/observations received.  

 

iii. Furnace Oil 

Furnace Oil (F.O) is a lower quality fuel obtained by blending residue found in 

refining. Average Sulphur contents in it normally range from 4-6% against the 

globally permissible limit of 1%, if at all used. Several RTI Applications were filed  

before the concerned authorities seeking information on the extent of the F.O. use 

and to examine if any alternatives were available.  
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Public interest litigation (New initiatives):  

Supreme Court 

 

PIL to address the misuse and misapplication of Section 124 A, IPC on 

sedition: A petition was filed in the Supreme Court to address the misuse and 

misapplication of Section 124A (sedition law) by the Centre and various State 

Government leading to routine persecution of students, journalists and intellectuals 

engaged in social activism. It was submitted that these charges were framed to 

instill fear and to scuttle dissent and are in complete violation of the scope of 

sedition as laid down by Constitution Bench judgment of Supreme Court in Kedar 

Nath v State of Bihar 1962.  

 

We had prayed for making it compulsory to produce a reasoned order from the 

Director General (DG) or the Commissioner of Police, as the case maybe, certifying 

that the “seditious act” either lead to the incitement of violence or had the tendency 

or the intention to create public disorder, before any FIR is filed or any arrest is 

made on charges of sedition. There was also a prayer for a review of all pending 

sedition cases and criminal complaints made before a Judicial Magistrates to curb 

the misuse and misapplication of the sedition law. 

Our PIL was heard on September 5, 2016. The Apex Court passed an order stating 

that the authorities, while dealing with the offences under Section 124A of the IPC, 

shall be guided by the principles laid down by the Constitution Bench in Kedar Nath 

Singh vs. State of Bihar [1962 (Suppl.) 3 SCR 769].  

 

Challenging ad-hocism in the appointment and functioning of the CBI 

Director: Common Cause had filed a PIL in the Supreme Court praying for the 

appointment of a regular Director of CBI as per procedure established by law as laid 

down in Section 4A of the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946, and for 

quashing the appointment of Interim/Acting Director. 

 

With the appointment of Mr. Alok Kumar Verma as the new CBI Director, post 

approval by the selection committee, the Supreme Court on January 20, 2017, 

closed the petition. The request of our counsel, Mr. Prashant Bhushan, to direct the  

Centre to place before the Court the minutes of the selection committee meeting 

was turned down.   
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Illicit payouts to politicians- Birla Sahara Diaries: Common Cause approached 

the Supreme Court regarding bribes paid to prominent politicians by corporate 

groups. It was feared that the groups, whose premises were raided by the CBI and 

the Income Tax Department in 2013 and 2014, might go for ‘settlement’ of their 

cases, amounting to a quite burial of crucial evidence. The Interim Application was 

filed in our pending petition challenging the arbitrary appointment of the CVC. 

 

The IA prayed for a thorough investigation and further action on the seized 

Sahara/Birla documents allegedly detailing illicit payouts to political functionaries. 

The IA observed that despite sufficient evidence of commission of offences of 

corruption, bribery, possession of black money, disproportionate assets, and tax 

violations, both the CBI and the IT Department did not take appropriate action by 

conducting a thorough scrutiny of the contents. 

 

In its order on January 17, 2017, the Apex Court rejected this demand, saying it 

would be dangerous for democracy to order a probe on the basis of loose sheets 

inadmissible as evidence. 

 

Combating Criminalization of politics: The Supreme Court had on March 10, 

2014, passed an interim order directing that trials in criminal cases against MPs and 

MLAs be concluded within a year of the charges being framed. The Court directed 

that if the trial court is unable to complete the trial within a year, it would have to 

submit an explanation to, and seek an extension from, the Chief Justice of the High 

Court concerned. The matter was referred to a Constitution Bench on March 8, 

2016.  An IA was filed in November 2016 seeking compliance of the landmark 

order. It also sought specific time-bound directions for closer monitoring of all such 

cases. 

 

Significant developments in pending PILs: 

Crime and Violence on TV: The petition seeking to curb the excess of crime, 

violence and sex on TV was disposed of by the bench of the CJI, J Khehar and J 

Chandrachud on January 12, 2017. The Court observed that the factual and legal 

position depicted in the original writ petition and in other connected writ petitions 

stood incorporated and upgraded in the writ petition filed by Media Watch. The 

Court observed that the primary issue was to institute a complaint redressal 

mechanism for complaints made against TV and radio programmes. After 

considering the submissions of the Government, the Court concluded that the 

existing mechanism needed adequate publication. The govt was advised to finalise 

a similar statutory framework for radio programmes.  

http://www.commoncause.in/ppil_details.php?id=21
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Slaughter House Pollution: This petition praying for remedial measures against 

rampant malpractices in slaughter houses was taken up on July 18, 2016, and the 

Court took note of the cost deposited by the states which had failed to file the 

compliance report. Pursuant to the Courts orders of September and October 2016, 

a compendium of the Indian Standards governing the slaughter of animals and 

management of slaughter houses was prepared along with all relevant material in 

consultation with all stake-holders.  

The Court directed the Union of India to print the compendium in sufficient numbers 

and circulate it to all the State Govts and UTs for compliance. The Court disposed of 

this case on February 17, 2017, with the observation that the petitioners were 

entitled to approach the concerned District Collector or the judicial authorities in the 

event of non-compliance. 

Contempt Petition in Large-Scale Advertisements: Common Cause filed a 

contempt petition against the State Govts of UP, Delhi and Tamil Nadu for 

publishing publicly-funded advertisements in violation of the letter and spirit of the 

Apex Court's guidelines regarding large-scale advertisements, which had carved out 

exceptions for the President, the Prime Minister, and the Chief Justice of India. The 

matter was last taken up on March 9, 2016. The Centre and seven States, including 

the then poll-bound West Bengal and Tamil Nadu, sought revision of the verdict, 

pleading that it infringed on the fundamental rights and the nation’s federal 

structure. On March 19, 2016, the Court ruled, modifying its earlier order, that 

photos of governors, chief ministers and Cabinet ministers can also feature in the 

advertisements by central and state governments to announce schemes and to 

greet the public on various occasions. The petition was disposed of on April 28, 

2016.  

 

Living Will: The petition sought the enactment of a law on the lines of the Patient 

Autonomy and Self-determination Act of the USA, which sanctions the practice of 

executing a ‘living will’ in the nature of an advance directive for refusal of life-

prolonging medical procedures in the event of the testator’s incapacitation. The 

Court had sought authoritative opinion of Constitution bench in 2014 and in January 

2016, the Centre’s response on passive euthanasia was sought. The ASG submitted 

that the government was considering a legislation on the subject. It came up with a 

draft Bill called “Medical Treatment of Terminally Ill Patients (Protection of Patients 

and Medical Practitioners) Bill, 2016”, which ironically makes no mention of the 

word “Living Will.” Common Cause, subsequently, submitted its detailed comments 

on the Bill in response to a statutory notice. 
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Coal Block Allocation: The Apex Court on September 24, 2014, had cancelled 214 

of the 218 allocations made from 1993 to 2010. 

On January 23, 2017, the Supreme Court allowed the Common Cause prayer for 

constitution of Special Investigating Team (SIT) to probe abuse of authority by Mr 

Ranjit Sinha while he was Director CBI. The Court has entrusted the CBI with the 

enquiry and decided not to appoint an outside agency. This is the first time that the 

present Director of the CBI will investigate such charges against an ex-director. 

Holding the matter to be of considerable public importance, the Court emphasized 

that it should be taken up with due earnestness by the Director, CBI. It directed 

that copy of the order be provided to the Director, CBI so as to enable him on the 

next date of hearing, to indicate the composition of his team and the time required 

to complete the investigations.  

 

During the hearing on January 30, 2017, the Court directed the CBI to complete its 

investigation and file charge sheets in pending coal scam cases as expeditiously as 

possible, and in some cases by February 2017. The Bench advised the CBI against 

unnecessarily delaying the filing of charge sheets in cases in which the investigation 

was already complete. 

 

Interestingly, the SC refused to entertain Mr Ranjit Sinha's plea to modify 

investigation orders against him, restricting its order to calling the probe “an 

enquiry” and not “an investigation”. Invoking the SC’s recent dismissal of 

documentary material produced in the Sahara-Birla pay-offs case, former CBI 

Director on January 30, 2017, sought the Court to modify its January 27, 2017, 

order. Mr. Sinha’s counsel made a reference to how the SC refused to direct the 

registration of an FIR into the Sahara-Birla pay-offs case. The Bench, however, 

refused to entertain his plea as the order had already been passed and a 

modification could be sought under a separate plea for recall of the order. 

 

Challenge to the Lokpal Search Committee Rules: As the inaction of the Govt 

regarding the appointment of Lokpal was arbitrary and unreasonable and hence, 

violative of Article 14 of the Constitution, in March 2016 Common Cause filed an IA 

requesting the Court to allow an additional prayer in the already filed writ petition. 

The IA requested the Court to direct the Govt to make the appointment of Lokpal as 

per the amended rules framed under the Lokpal and Lokayukt Act, 2013. The 

amended petition was taken on record and the respondents directed to file their 

counter-affidavit to the amended petition. After admonishing the Centre for the 

delay caused in the selection process on the pretext of the absence of the Leader of 

Opposition in Parliament, the Court on February 13, 2017, directed that our petition  
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along with all connected cases be listed for final disposal on March 28, 2017, and 

pleadings, if any, may be completed, in the meantime.  

 

News broadcast by private radio stations: The PIL prays for quashing of the 

unreasonable provisions in the policy guidelines and grant of permission 

agreements of the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, which prohibit the 

broadcast of news and current affairs on FM and community radio stations. The 

matter was taken up on February 14, 2017, when the Court observed that the 

counter affidavit, filed on behalf of the UOI, highlighted the gradual progress of the 

policy guidelines for community and F.M. radio stations. The counter affidavit 

pointed out, that the broadcast of news and current affairs, sourced exclusively 

from the All India Radio, in its original (or translated) form, was permitted under 

the revised guidelines without any charges. 

 

During the course of hearing, the Court felt, that the govt should consider 

extending the content of news and current affairs for community and F.M. radio 

stations, at least to include such news and current affairs, as were already in public 

domain and broadcasted by the licensed operators. The court has granted six 

weeks to the counsel for obtaining instructions in the matter. This matter is posted 

for hearing on April 5, 2017. 

 

Delhi High Court 

 

Fatalities due to electrocution: The Petition highlighted the issue of recurring 

fatalities due to live wire electrocution, especially during the monsoon. It was 

disposed of on December 5, 2016 with compliance guidelines and direction to the 

Electricity Regulatory Commission to oversee strict implementation and compliance 

of the safety measures by DISCOMs (Distribution Companies) for all the residents  

against electrocution deaths and against other electricity related injuries. The 

DISCOMs were directed to take urgent cognizance of cases of electrocution and pay 

compensation to the dependents of the deceased in cases where lapses were 

established.  

 

Allahabad High Court  

  

Extension of C&AG’s audit jurisdiction to NOIDA, Greater Noida and 

Yamuna Expressway Authorities: The PIL on the subject was initially filed before 

the SC but was dismissed as withdrawn on February 24, 2015. The Allahabad High 

Court was approached on September 1, 2015, as per the leave granted by the SC. 

Notice was subsequently issued and counters and rejoinders filed. The affidavit of  
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disclosure filed by the State govt has revealed nothing new regarding the nature of 

its financial relationship with the authorities in question. However, the CAGs office 

has sought an adjournment to file a supplementary affidavit. There are no further 

orders of listing 

 

At the end of the presentation, the members were invited to offer their 

suggestions and inputs. The main points are as follows: 

Mr. Prashant Bhushan pointed out that the final arguments were going on in the 

Orissa Mining Case and a final judgement was expected in July this year. The 

judgment would have implications on the concept of intergenerational equity and 

the legality of mining. As a direct consequence of this petition, he said, a number of 

illegal mines had been shut down in Orissa. Seeking assistance in legal research 

from the Common Cause team, he said that the reports of the M.B Shah 

Commission and Central Empowered Committee were indeed voluminous. The 

Director was quick to assure all help in this regard.  

Mr. Bhushan also talked of the Rio Declaration of November 1997 in the context of 

rampant and excessive mining, which calls upon each generation inheriting the 

Earth to use and take care of natural resources reasonably and with full 

responsibility towards the future generations. 

Mr. Bhushan also wanted to know the number of journal copies that are printed 

every quarter. The Director informed him that 3000 copies are printed every 

quarter and distributed to all members and others including partners in our 

programmes, contributors and law universities. 

Mr. A.K.Ahuja wanted to know the number of active members. He said the aims 

and objectives of the organization should be promoted in the journal. Suggesting a 

small subscription charge for the journal, he said that the list of members should be 

put up on the website. 

Mr. Pankaj Gupta informed the house that 2100 members have been identified as 

active and 17 new members have been added this year. 

Mr. Vikram Lal agreed with the suggestion that every issue of the Common Cause 

journal should contain a note on “Why should I join Common Cause?” For non-

members, especially students, who are unable to become paid members, options 

should be there to associate and contribute to the organization’s mission.  

  



 

COMMON CAUSE 

 

Mr. Kamal Kant Jaswal suggested that a note to this effect should be inserted in 

the future issues of the journal. He clarified that all applications for individual 

membership of Common Cause were closely examined and approved by the GC. 

The prospective members should be willing to contribute to the organization’s 

activities. Once admitted to life membership, the members receive free copies of 

the journal for life. While individual members alone have voting rights in the AGMs, 

all are welcome to offer their suggestions for furthering the objectives of the 

Society and contribute to its growth, he added. 

Mr. A.K. Ahuja made an impassioned plea for lane driving, pedestrian rights and 

obligatory requirement of wearing helmets for pillion riders without any concession 

on religious grounds or otherwise. 

Mr. K.K.Jhingan pointed out that adequate laws already existed for the above and 

the real issue was of implementation and enforcement.  

Maj. Gen. (Retd) J.P. Gupta explained that while the enactment of laws was 

necessary, they had very little meaning without proper implementation. He, 

however, reminded the members that we cannot allow the country to become a 

“police state” in our excessive zeal to implement laws. He said that the citizens 

enjoyed certain freedoms on account of their religion and that privilege must not be 

abused.  

Dr. Vipul Mudgal said certain aspects of fair and equitable road use, such as the 

rights of the pedestrians, are being researched by the Common Cause team and 

some groundwork has been completed.  

Mr. A.K Ahuja brought up the issue of the powers without responsibilities enjoyed 

by the Registrar of Societies, which, he believed, needed to be looked into.  

Mr. Vikram Lal pointed out that only members of societies had a locus standi 

under the Act and outsiders were not allowed to make a complaint. 

Mr. Kamal Kant Jaswal added that even the Election Commission lacked power to 

derecognize inactive political parties. He said the gaps were needed to be identified, 

and the subject studied before the matter could be taken up. He requested Mr. 

Ahuja to share a brief with the Common Cause team.  

Mr. Bharat Bhushan wanted to know if Common Cause had taken any initiatives 

to mitigate the ill effects of environmental hazards. He said there were many 

examples of global good practices which were needed to be emulated by us. 

Dr. Vipul Mudgal cited interactions with the Centre for Science and Environment 

(CSE) on the issue but said there was nothing in the pipeline. 
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Dr B. P. Mathur said besides the CSE, Toxic Link and many other research and 

advocacy organizations could be approached by us. 

 

Mr. Kamal Kant Jaswal informed the members that Common Cause has been 

working on a petition seeking to restrain industries from using pet coke and furnace 

oil with impermissible Sulphur content. He emphasized the need for a wider 

citizens’ movement and added that every issue could not be left to the Courts. 

 

Mr. Bharat Bhushan observed that the IT Act seemed to incentivize multiple 

vehicle purchase, and many people did so just to claim depreciation. 

 

Mr. Vikram Lal, disagreeing with the logic, suggested measures like a safe, 

efficient and affordable public transport system and higher fines for parking on 

streets to reduce traffic congestion. He appreciated the introduction of the new, 

Euro 6 emission norms. 

 

Mr. A. K. Ahuja wanted to know the position of Common Cause on the proposed 

law of ‘Right to Recall’ and if any initiative was in the pipeline. 

 

Mr. Kamal Kant Jaswal spoke highly of the work done by the Association for 

Democratic Reforms (ADR) on this issue. He said that Common Cause also took up  

the issues of the propagation of the BSP Symbol and that of laudatory 

advertisements by politicians in power at the taxpayers’ expense. 

 

Dr. Vipul Mudgal Mudgal said that the provision of the Right to Recall had been 

misused, particularly against dalit sarpanches, in panchayats where it was 

introduced on an experimental basis.  

 

Mr. Sanjay Bhasin wanted to know the limitations which prevented Common 

Cause from taking up a lot more issues. Was it on account of financial constraints, 

manpower or absence of issues, he wondered. 

 

Mr. Kamal Kant Jaswal explained that we make focused interventions which are 

planned and thought through in detail. 

 

Dr. Vipul Mudgal submitted that a lot of legal research and good timing were 

required before filing cases but PILs sometimes became counter-productive despite 

good intentions. 
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WgCdr G C Bhattacharya made an impassioned plea for dignity of human life and 

lamented that respect for it has been waning. 

 

Elections 

The President informed the members that the Rules of the Society provided that 

three members of the GC, who were the senior most among members liable to 

retire by rotation, had to retire on the day of the AGM. Accordingly, Maj. Gen 

J.P.Gupta (Retd.), Mr. Paranjoy Guha Thakurta and Mr. Prakash Singh had to retire. 

The President informed the House that all of them had contributed greatly to the 

Society and were willing to be re-elected.  

Mr. Pankaj Gupta proposed that Maj. Gen J.P.Gupta (Retd) be re-elected. The 

proposal was seconded by Mr.Bharat Bhushan. Mr. Vikram Lal proposed that 

Mr.Paranjoy Guha Thakurta be re-elected. The proposal was seconded by 

Mr.Prashant Bhushan. Mr. Prakash Singh’s name was proposed by Mr. R.C. Agarwal 

and seconded by Mr. V.K. Taneja. The General Body unanimously approved the 

three proposals. 

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 

 

 

(Kamal Kant Jaswal) 

Chairman 


