MINUTES OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT COMMON CAUSE HOUSE ON FEBRUARY 20, 2010.   
  

Participants  
Mr. Vikram Lal                              President 

Mr. Jyoti Sagar 

Mr. Kamal Jaswal                           Director 

Mr. Sarvesh Sharma                        Special Invitee   

Mr. K.K. Jhingan                             Special Invitee   

The minutes of the previous meeting held on December 5, 2009 were approved.   

The Annual Report and Audit Report of the Common Cause Trust and Society for the year 2008-09 were confirmed.

The Director made a detailed presentation on the Society’s activities since the last meeting of the Council. The Council was apprised of the outcome of the seminar on ‘Ethics in Governance’ organized by the Society in collaboration with India International Centre on January 30, 2010. The Council felt that the Society should deepen its cooperation with like minded civil society organizations to highlight the ethical dimension of the processes of governance and nudge the institutions of governance into conformity with the highest ethical standards.

The Director informed the Council of the continuing efforts at the level of the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Government of the National Capital Territory of Delhi to facilitate the amendments to the Police Act with a view to incorporating the directions of the Supreme Court in Prakash Singh’s case and the key features of the Model Police Act, 2006. In this context, the Council was informed that the Right to Information Act has come handy in monitoring the process of decision making in the Ministry of Home Affairs and Delhi Administration. Efforts are underway to identify potential civil society partners in the states of Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and Andhra Pradesh in a bid to create a constituency for comprehensive police reforms.
Pursuant to the conclusions of the seminar on ‘Agenda for Administrative Reforms’, concerted efforts need to be made to bring about greater transparency and accountability in respect of appointments to constitutional and statutory authorities, which have so far been sinecures or rewards to be given in recognition of past services and expectation of servility in future.

The Director informed the Council that judicial accountability and reforms continue to be a focus area of the Society’s interventions. A PIL has been filed in the High Court of Delhi on February 10, 2010 on post-retirement activities of Supreme Court judges in violation of the spirit of Article 127(4) of the Constitution, which prohibits retired Supreme Court judges from acting or pleading in any court or before any authority. The petition also seeks a direction that retired Supreme Court and High Court judges appointed as chairmen/members of statutory commissions and commissions of inquiry should not take up the work of arbitration. 
The Society has also taken up the issue of inordinate delays in pronouncing the judgment after completion of the hearing in a case. Information regarding the magnitude of the problem of reserved judgments has been obtained from the High Court of Delhi and various consumer forums, but the Supreme Court has refused to furnish any information on the ground that it relates to matters sub judice. A second appeal under the RTI Act is being filed before the Central Information Commission in this regard. 
A complaint has also been made to the Central Information Commission in regard to the obstructive RTI rules framed by various High Courts to dilute and denature the provisions of the RTI Act.
In the area of political process reforms, the Society was collaborating with Public Interest Foundation on a PIL to be filed in the Supreme Court on fast-tracking of criminal cases against MPs and members of state legislatures. 
The Council was informed that Common Cause has been in the forefront of the campaign for securing the basic rights of construction workers in Delhi. A PIL was filed in the Delhi High Court on January 27, 2010 jointly by People’s Union for Democratic Rights, Nirman Mazdoor Panchayat Sangam and Common Cause to highlight the plight of construction workers in Delhi and secure compliance of the safety norms and other mandatory provisions of various labour welfare legislations. At the instance of the petitioners, the Court has appointed a Monitoring Committee comprising two independent experts suggested by the petitioners and two official members to study the situation of construction workers and issue appropriate directions to the Delhi Building and Other Construction Workers Welfare Board. Volunteers of the petitioners are assisting the Committee in its work. The Monitoring Committee has been directed to submit its report by March 17, 2010.
The Council recognised that the engagements covered in the Director’s presentation were of a continuing nature and would have to figure prominently in the plan of action for the coming year. In addition, the Society may also consider the feasibility of making a strategic intervention to further the objectives of the 73rd and 74th Constitution Amendments, which have given a Constitutional status to Panchayats and Municipalities as the third tier of government. In this context, it was suggested that the vires of state legislations, such as the Haryana Town and Country Planning Act, which have taken away the powers of municipal bodies to discharge their essential functions, may be challenged in an appropriate forum. 
Another area which could interest the Society is the reckless exploitation of the country’s mineral wealth in total disregard of social and environmental concerns. Illicit mining of iron ore in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh is a case in point, which could be documented.
The Council took note of the financial position of the Society and the emerging patterns of evolution of its income and expenditure. The Director was advised to take timely action for leasing out the Society’s premises before the expiry of the present arrangement.  

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.  

                                                                                                                        

(Vikram Lal)   
          President
