MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE GOVERNING COUNCIL OF COMMON CAUSE SOCIETY HELD ON APRIL 20, 2010 AT COMMON HOUSE.  
Participants  
Mr. Vikram Lal                              
President 

Maj Gen (Retd.) J.P. Gupta           
Vice President 

Dr. Mrs. Divya Jalan 

Dr. Ashok Khosla
Dr. B.P. Mathur 

Mr. Kamal Kant Jaswal

Director

1.
Confirmation of the minutes.

Minutes of the Governing Council meeting held on February 20, 2010 were confirmed.
2.
Election of the President
On the authority of the Board of Trustees of Common Cause Trust, the Director informed the Council that the Board of Trustees has drawn up the following panel of names for election of President of Common Cause Society by the Council.
1. Mr. Vikram Lal

2. Dr. Divya Jalan

3. Maj. Gen. (Retd.) J. P. Gupta 
At this juncture, Mr. Vikram Lal withdrew from the meeting. 
Maj. Gen. (Retd.) J.P. Gupta and Dr. Divya Jalan informed the members of the Council that they did not wish to be considered for election to the post of Common Cause Society. Maj. Gen. (Retd.) J.P. Gupta was thereupon requested to preside over the meeting in the absence of Mr. Vikram Lal.
The Director placed before the Council Mr. Prakash Singh’s e-mail dated April 11, 2010 and Ms. Madhu Kishwar e-mail dated April 20, 2010, proposing that Mr. Vikram Lal be re-elected as President of Common Cause Society. As only one out of the three names short listed by the Board of Trustees was left in the field, Mr. Vikram Lal was unanimously re-elected as President of Common Cause Society for a fresh term of three years with effect from May 10, 2010.
3.
Election of Vice President

Mr. Vikram Lal rejoined the meeting and took the chair. The Director informed the Council that in her e-mail dated April 20, 2010 Ms. Madhu Kishwar has proposed that Maj. Gen. (Retd.) J.P. Gupta be re-elected as Vice President of the Common Cause Society. At this juncture, Maj. Gen. (Retd.) J.P. Gupta withdrew from the meeting. As no other name was in consideration for the post of Vice President, Maj. Gen. (Retd.) J.P. Gupta was unanimously re-elected as Vice President of Common Cause Society for a fresh term of three years with effect from May 10, 2010.

4.
Nominations to the Board of Trustees
The Council decided to re-nominate Maj. Gen. (Retd.) J.P. Gupta and Mr. Prakash Singh to the Board of Trustees of Common Cause Trust for a fresh term of three years with effect from May 10, 2010.

5.
Any other item with the permission of the President.

The Director apprised the Council of the progress made since its last meeting in the thrust areas of the Society’s interventions. The Council appreciated the role played by Common Cause in the creation of a common platform for stakeholder participation in the process of revision of the Delhi Police Act to incorporate the directions of the Supreme Court on Police Reforms and the key provisions of the Model Police Act, 2006. The President suggested that in tandem with the overhaul of the system of policing, the systems of enforcement of the laws of the land and prosecution of offenders should also be streamlined. In this context, the urgency of civil services reforms and enactment of a statutory code of ethics for public servants was also underlined. 
The Council felt that the initiative taken by the Society in August 2008 to mobilize support for a War on Corruption needs to be pursued relentlessly. The Council endorsed the suggestion of Dr. Ashok Khosla to enlist the support of organizations such as Transparency International and of committed public-spirited individuals with the requisite specialized skills for launching a concerted offensive on corruption. Dr. Khosla also offered to facilitate the Society’s interaction with Avaaz.org, which has time and again demonstrated its capacity to rapidly mobilize popular support for a chosen public cause and orchestrate events across the globe to influence government policy and action.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.  

Vikram Lal





          Maj. Gen. (Retd.) J.P. Gupta

President (Except for item 2)




(President for item 2)
