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i poorer tenants would continue to be protected the

:: residential premises vyielding rental of above Rs.
b 1500 P,M. would be taken off the control of this
ed law. The Chief Executive Councillor felt it better

i to postpone the proposed amendments till after the

elections.

Now that the elections are out of the way, and a
i massive mandate has been given to Mr Rajiv Gandhi
i and he has so effectively started dealing with the
issues facing the country we earnestly hope that he
will not allow this matter to languish any longer
and ask the Ministry of Works & Housing as w ell as
Executive Council of Delhi to get along with effect-
ing the proposed amendinents which have emerged
after detailed and comprehensive study of the prob-
lem by the various committees and by Jha Commi-
ssion. We hope that this matter will now be brought
early before the Parliament for enactment of the
proposed amendments.

We request you to kindly place this matter before
the Prime Minister.”

To Mr. Jag Pravesh Chandra :

“You are aware of the srong feelings of the people
on the question of amendment of Rent Control law
and of the propoganda against the propsed amend-
ments which the interested'lobby of affluent tenants
unleashed when the proposed amendments were an-
nounced some months ago.

It is singularly unfortunate that the .propoesed
amendments were not at that time placed before
the Mefropolitan Council and it was o wviously consi-
dered more appropriate to postpon:?his matter till
after the elections.

Now that the elections are out of the way and
the party in power has received this massive mandate
from the electorate we earnastly hope that you
will kindly take up this matter with the urgency it
deserves and not allow it to languish as it has langu-
ished over long years.

- We have written also to the new of Works &
Housing Minister and have apprised the Prime Mini-

ster of the seriousness of this matter and its urgency,"’”

‘f Arising from the recent judgement of Supreme
| Court delivered on the 12th December 1984 we have
addressed letters to (i) the Commissioner and
; Assessor & Collector of the Municipal Corporation
| of Delhi (ii) The Mayor of Delhi and (iii) Mr. Arun
Singh, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister.
These letters have importance in ralation to the speci-
fic issues which have been highlighted and for ensur-
ing that this new judgement of the Supreme Court,
which has re-iterated the various pronouncements of
the previous Supreme Court judgement of November
1979 in the well known case of Diwan Daulat Rai
Kapur & ors Vs. NDMC, and has provided claritications
on other points of the law, is properly implemented by
the MCD. As these matters are of general impor-
tance to assessees of property tax all over the country
we reproduce these letters.

ON HOUSE TAX

To the C mmissioner and Assessor & Colle-
tor the Delhi Municipal Corporation :
February 19, 1985

“Arising from the Supreme Court judgement of
12. 12. 84 on House Tax we understand that in a talk
given by the Assessor & Collector at a recent function,
it was inter alia stated by him that in calculating the
cost of an additional unit on the same plot the propor-
tionate price of the plot will be added to the cost of
construction. It is reported to have been stated by
him that in such cases of additional construction the
market price of the plot at the time of the addition
will be fixed and it will then be apportioned between
the old structure and the new in the ratio of the
covered area of each after deducting the price of land
added at the time of initial construction.
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“ This procedure will be tantamount to the nega-
tion of what has been emphasized in the Supreme
Court judgement. It is very clearly stated in the judge-
ment that the market price of land cannot be added
twice over. This enunciation follows the clear state-
ment that ““the assessing authorities cannot determine
the standard rent of the additional structure by taking
the reasonable cost of construction of the additional
tructure and adding to it the market price of
the land The market price of the land cannot be
added twice over, once while determining the
standard rent of the original structure and again
while determining the standard rent of the additional
structure”. The procedure proposed to be adopted
by the Assessor & Collector is ostensibly a device
to take advantage of the escalated prices of land
for the purposes of assessment of the cost of addi-
tional construction. Deduction of the proportionate
price of land of the initial construction would
amount only to a ruse to overcome the enunciation
that the market price of land cannot be added
twice over.

It is most unfortunate that despite the clear
statements of the MCD authorities that the Supreme
Court judgement will be fully implemented in
“letter and spirit” this type of stratagem is being
contrived for getting round the judgement. This
stratagem is exactly on the lines with that adoped
previously by MCD Assessment & Collection Depart-
ment in taking resort to the provisions of S$.9 [4]
of the Delhi Rent Control Act on the plea of the
price of land in lease-hold colonies being non-
determinable whereby thousands of cases were un-
lawfully assessed and in relation to which the Supreme
Court has now given the verdict against the MCD.

Objective of the MCD should be to avoid doing
something which they consider to be not strictly
within .the provisions of the law. Where there is
any doubt about the interpretation of the law they
should prefer to give the benefit of doubt to the
citizens rather than to alienate them and force them
to seek redress in Courts. In the matter of House
Tax assessment the attitude of MCD, since the

Supreme Court judgement of November 1979 has
been to play hide and seek with the assessees, which
caused extreme harassment and exasperation, and
on account of which tens of thousands of objections
against the assessments were filed and thousands
of cases taken to courts. All this led only to the
generation of ill-will
caused alienation of the people.

We understand that in thé@matter of the Supreme
Court advice of the resumption of 207 sslf-occupa-
tion rebate a similar attitude of dragging the fest
appears to be prevailing in MCD, We ars separa-
tely writing on this subject to the Mayor becauss
this decision has apparently to be taken by the
deliberative wing of the Corporation, but wes would
like to emphasize that this suggestion has emanated
from the highest court of the land, it is based
on sound reasoning and also on the previous
practice, and it would be imprudent to hedge it
with illogical conditions, Our information is that
effort of the MCD staff would be to use the words
“may and resume’’, which appear in the judgement
in the context of this suggestion, for holding that
this suggestion is not mandatory and that it can
be given on the basis of previous rebate relating
it to rateable value based on the rental value.
It would be unfortunate if this type of reasoning
is adopted because the rebate will have to be
related to the standard rent calculated on the cost
basis for self-occupied premises.

We again request you to be kind enough to exa-
mine these and other related matters in the spirit of
supreme court judgement and not compel the assessea
again to seek redress in courts where the position has
been mad2 abundantly clear in the Supreme Court
judgement.

We are taking up this matter also with the Prime
Minister. In the context of his drive to provide an
efficient administration and save the citizens from
harassment he would be interested to ensure that due
respect is shown by MCD to the present pronounce-
ment of the highest court of the land”,

against the Corporation and
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To the Mayor of Delhi :
February 15, 1985

“You might be aware that COMMON CAUSE had
taken the entire matter of House Tax to Supreme
Court on which the judgement was given on 12.12.84
clearly setting out the guidelines and basic principles
on various aspects of assessments which had been
causing problems to the assessees. The people felt re-
assured by the statements made on behalf of the MCD
that this judgement of the Supreme Court would be
implemented in “letter and spirit",

However, indications have already started coming
in evidence that attempts will be made by the assess-
ment authorities to seek strategems with a view to
getting round the judgement and to again play hide
and seek with the assessees as they have been doing
for over four years You would be aware that arising
from the measures adopted by the M.C.D after the
previous Supreme Court judgement of November 1979
the people felt greatly harassed and exasperated tens
of thousands of objections were filed in Courts.
Poople donot mind paying taxes but they severely
condmen actions of MC) which they consider are
high-handed and unlawful. These actions alienate
them.

“Enclosed herewith is a copy of the letter in
which we have brought to the notice of the Commis-
sioner and the Assessor & Collector one such instance
which has come to our notice of the attempt to get
round the Supreme Court judgement. We earnestly
hope that such tendencies will be curbed. We request
that this matter may kindly be considered at the
approptiate levels in MCD.

In the Supreme Court judgement of 12.12.84 a
specific suggestion has been made that MCD should
give 20% rebate of House Tax to self-occupants of
properties. People eagerly look forward to the revival
of this rebate which was in existence previously and
which was withdrawn afier the Supreme Court judge-
ment of November 1979. The highest court of the
land has given detailed reasons for revival of this
rebate,

k-

It will be obviously considered by the people to
be sheer and deliberate disregard of the advice of the
Supreme Court if this rebate is not resumed soon. We
earnestly hope that the MCD will give due considera
tion to this suggestion.

We are separately bringing all these matters to
the notice of the Prime Minister.

Another letter to the Mayor of Delhi.

March 11, 1985

“l am sure the houseowners of Delhi would be
grateful for your assurances regarding appropriate
implementation of Supreme Court judgement regard-
ing house tax. There is a rising public opinion that
if this time any wrongful interpretation is given by
MCD officials to the principles clearly enunciated in
this judgement of the highest court of the land, cases
of contempt of court would be filed. We earnestly
hope that circumstances would not be brought to
such development which would need drastic action to
be taken by the aggrieved persons”.

To Mr. Arun Singh, Parliamentary Secretary
to the Prime Minister.
February 19, 1985

“You would be aware of the extreme exaspera-
tions caused to the houseowners of Delhi by the high
handedness of MCD in the matter of House Tax
assessments. Tens of thousands of  objections
were filed by the houseowners and thousands of cases
were taken to courts, because the people felt that the
actions of MCD were in violation of the previous
Supreme Court judgement of November 1979 in
which the principles of assessment had been clearly
spelt out. Eventually the matter was again taken to
the Supreme Court in a series of Writ Petitions.
COMMON CAUSE presented this entire matter to the
Supreme Court in a comprehensive Writ Petition. The
Supreme Court gave its judgement on 12.12.84 clari-
fying the issues and laying out the guidelines for
assessment of House Tax. The actions taken by MCD
which had caused exasperation to the houseownars,
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were held to be unlawful. People heaved a sigh of
relief and looked forward to their problems being
satisfactorily resolved. The MCD authorities also stated
that they would implement the Supreme Court judge-
men leti ntter and spirit.

Unfortunately, it appears that the Dept. of Assessor
& Collector of MCD is again setting itself to play hide
seek with the houseowners as they have been
doing over the last four years. This will be evident
from the enclosed copy of the letters to the Commiss-
ioner and Assessor & Collector of the Corporation
and to the Mayor of Delhi, )

We approach you with the request that these
actions of MCD which have caused such lot of resent-
ment and alienation of the people, should be brought
to the notice of the Prime Minister. People feel

FOR ELECTRICITY CONSUMERS

Delhi Electric Supply undertaking (DESU) is
obviously not unique in causing dissatisfaction and
exasperation to the electricity consumers, The elec-
tricity consumers in other towns also would be
experiencing various problems at the hands of the
electricity authorities which sit sung in their mono-
poly operations and give impression of utter
insensitivity to and disregard of the feelinge and
frustrations of the consumers,

COMMON CAUSE took the initiative of writing
to the new “Power” Minister Mr. Arun Nehru to
bring to his personal notice the defaults of DESU
and problems the consumers of electricity are facing
at it hands. It is a matter of great regret and
concern that there has not even been an acknowledge-
‘ment of this letter from Mr. Arun Nehru. - Thereafter,
another letter was sent to this Minister seeking an
opportunity of meeting him in a small diputation led
by Mr. s, Ranganathan, President of COMMON
CAUSE and former Auditor General of India and
Member of Parliament. This letter too has remained
unacknowledged It js Important that these facts of our
writing to this Minister, and having the distinction
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strongly about corruption of the MCD staff, but equ-
ally important is their utter disregard of the law.

In the enclosed copies of the letter you will notice g
that we have mentioned also about the 20%‘self ;
Occupancy rebate to houseowners. This rebate was |
previously allowed by MCD for a number of years, |
but it was withdrawn without any justification after]
the Supreme Court judgement of November 1979,
In the present judgement 12.12.84 the Supreme Cou
has specifically suggested that MCD should resto
this rebate. Strong reasons have been given in the
judgement for its restoration. It is singularly unfort :
nate that MCD is dragging its feet about giving this =
rebate This would only show the disrespect it show
to the highest court of the land ; it would inevitably
cause further alienation of the people”,

.3
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of not having had the courtesy of even an acknow-|
ment from him, should come to acknowledge of|
the public. We reproduce below the letters addressed
to Mr. Arun Nehru which were sent to him by name. |

January 5, 1985
““You have the reputation of greeting things ‘
moving. We earnestly hope that you will exercise |
your effectiveness to inter alia remove some of the |
problems which have plagueing the operations of |
Delhi Electricity Supply Undertaking (DESU) and
causing great resentment to the people of Delhi.

“Consumers of Electricity have numerous griev-
ances against DESU. We are aware that the new
General Manager is trying his best to improve things
but he apparently is handicapped because of the
enormous backing of the malaise. Wao earnestly
hope that with you at the helm, every possible
support will be provided to the General Manager to
overcome the difficulties that he Mmay be encountering
in effecting improvements. '

“Newspapers have carried the news of a huge
deficit in the budget of DESU. The people now
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to be refundable. It was pointed out to
ESU that thera is no reason why consumers
uld not be paid interest on this deposit as is
lowed in the case of deposits in respect of other
ilities since it constitutes only the security to

cover the risk of non-payment of bills by the

wnsumers and is not supposed to be a revenue
‘earning source. At normal bank rates the security

amount would double itself in about six years

and become four times in less than fifteen years.
e domestic consumers of electrlcny are not
id any interest whatsoever on their peposits’
and only an interest of 2%, which was fixed
decades ago, is being paid to the industrial and
ommercial consumers of electricity. Our infor-
mation is that the amount of about Rs. 50 crores
of public money continues to be held by DESU
as security deposit of the consumer.
“We earnestly hope that you will kindly devote
ne little time to go into these problems and
ss them with the concerned officers, determine.
these difficulties have continued to be caused to
eople, and initiate action for effecting remediea.
 will eagerly look forward to your flnd ing the ways
1 means for solving these problems.”

Second letter to Mr.,

Arun Nehru which
ain has remained unreplied.

“In our letter dated the 5th January we brougt

our notice certain important problems the
ctricity consumers of Delhi are facing at the

hands of DESU. Copy of the letter and its enclosure
is forwarded for ready reference
are compounded by the callous disregard of the views

and rights of the consumers by DESU :
B

“From COMMON CAUSE we seek an opportu-

nity to meet you in a Small deputation of not more
tnan five members to personally acquaint you with
these problems, led by the president of COMMON
CAUSE, Mr. S. Ranganathan, former Auditor General
of India and a member of Parliament.
be grateful if you could kindl/ provide the opportunity
and indicate the date and time which will suit your
convenience.”’

We would

Al

These problems

COMMON CAUSE has filed a writ petition in ;
the Delhi High Court acainst Delhi Electric Supply

undertaking. In it instances have been cited where
consumers have all of a sudden received bills of
thousands of rupees demanding immediate payment
on the threat of electricity disconnection. The bills
are stated to relate to periods of more than 3/4 years
ago, on the plea that some electricity meter stopped
functioning and that the consumption has been
estimated on the basis of averaging for the entire
period during which the meter is stated to have re-
mained stopped, disregarding the fact that responsi-
bility of maintenance of correct meter lies on the
electricity undertaking and that under the existing
law the charge cannot be made for a period earlier
than three years ago.

ON LOTTERIES

The various lotteries advertised so loudly and
antly in the newspapers all over the country have
many months been raising eyebrows. ‘There has
n a growing feeling that something was wrong
1ewhere and that this racket had ostensibly been

on nchecked by any goveremental authority,

MON CAUSE took the initiative of making a

nsive reference on thls subject to Dr. P.C.
r, the then Principal Secratary to the Prime

Minister, a few days before he resigned. Another

letter on the subject has since been addressed to the

new Home Secretary Mr..R. D. Pradhan who has been

kind enough to acknowledge it and to indicate that
the matter is being looked into. This matter has also
recenlly appeared in the Press through a release based ;
on the initiative taken by COMMON CAUSE. and it

has separately formed the sub}ect of an investiga

2 undertaken by the INSIGHT team of THE STA E
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out a comprehensive report in two
instalments in the newspaper. We reproduce the
letters addressed by COMMON CAUSE to Dr.
Alexander (without the details of analysis forming
part of the enclosure) and Mr. R. D. Pradhan.

}- Lettar to Dr. P. C. Alexander (addresssd a

jich brought

Twoek before he resigned as Principal Secretary
1o the Prime Minister).
: January 12, 1985
; “There is general feeling that some lotteries in the
‘country have assumed the dimensions of a big racket
and possibly a total scandal. Seeing the big splash
| of advertisements daily in the newspapers, of ever
mounting prizes, one inevitably feels that something
is wrong somewhere and there is need of a thorough
probe into the entire mechanism behind these lotteries.
. “Some lotteries are sponsored by the State
‘Governments, quite a few by the small States like
‘Meghalaya, Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland.
|Some States appear to be operating the lotteries in
!more names than one. Most of these lotteries,
| under different names, have weekly draws.

e “The more intriguing feature of ‘the lotteries is
|that quite a few which are not sponsored by State
| Governments, are shown as sponsored by some

i

s't_isf'lknow'n and obscure organisations concerned with
| “spinal injuries” “mentally retarded”, “‘children
'ﬁeifara", “health institute”, ‘‘freedom fighters™, small
ranches of Red Cross etc. Fantastic prizes of cross of
|rupees are being offered by these sponsors. Another

triguing feature is that only names of 4/5 “argani-
g agents” or “stockists” are found repeated in
ctically all advertisements of these various lotteries,
the offices of these agents/stockists are located
small area in the vicinity of Connaught Place, in
| building, Mohan Singh Place, Bhagat Singh
rket and opposite Rivoli Cinema efc. One would
e surprised if these are small one-room or corridor

‘offices, possibly run by same persons or allies.

i

advertisements. ;
I have collocted the advertisements from . three

ndreds of thousands of rupees are being spent on

f Delhi over the period of about

ona week. These make an astounding number. Fror
these advertisements | have attempted an analysis
which | present in the attached note. This analysis
can camprise material for an intensive probe. ot
““This is obviously a matter of importance in the
interest of cleaning up the public life. You might like
to bring it to the notice of the Prime Minister and
order a thorough probe into it. 3 %
“Eollowing points would need to be investigated :-
(i) What is the status of the sponsoring organisations
such as of “mentally retarded”’, ‘'spinal injuries”,
etc.? In this connection, it will also be worth
~ while to look up the advertisements of last few
months and to contact the Organisations which
sponsor the respective lotteries. &
What is the nexus between these sponsoring
organisations and the “organising agents” and
““stockists’’? What arrangement is made between
them when the sponsoring organisation lends its
name to a lottery ? What supervision, if any,
does the sponsoring organisation exercise in the
arrangements connected with the conducting and
“draw” of the lottery ? ‘ : _
(iii) Presumably lotteries have to be approved by an
authorised officer. At Delhi what arrangements
exist for the purpose and what precautions are}
taken in this connection ? Is any supervision
exercised over the approved lotteries by the
concerned authority ? e
What is the system and procedure of printng

of the raffle tickets, their numbering, their trans-
port, stocking and sale ; collections, commissions -

etc ? :

(ii)

)

How is it ensured that the draw of each lottery ;
is fool-proof ? It is obviously not enough that the
draw is conducted in the presence of some people
“and “judges’”. What is the methodology opera-

ting behind the draw ? . ’

(v)

(vi) Do the ‘“organising agents” and c
furnish any reports to the authori y sanctionin

T St i e e
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[f_e;ng very strongly about this matter. Initiave has
1;been taken by COMMON CAUSE in serving notices on
(i) the Chairman & Managing Director of Delhi
Traneport Corporation (both offices combined in one
«|hand) and (ii) Director of Transport of Delhi Adminis-
‘tration, in which it has inter alia been stated that the
icausation of deaths on the roads shows that the duty
‘and responsibility devolving on them is not being
| properly discharged, that enumerated factors respon-
sible for the deaths: are remediable, and that if after
the period of two months any d-ath caused on Delhi
|roads is attributable to. either of these enumerated
“factor‘su they. will be personally and criminally held
responsible for the: causatian of the death throngh
_negligence. A letter has been separately addressed
' to the Lt. Governor of Delhi apprising him of these
notices and informing him that COMMON CAUSE wil
 ceek. his sanction, as the appointing authority for
launching presecution of either of these officials.
These notices served on two officials will be of
wide interest to people in other towns and metro-
_politen arezs Public interest organisations in these
may consider issuing . similar notices. 1o the top func-
. tionaries of their transport. corporations. and depart-
ments. bringing home to them the:personal and
direct responsibility. in: relation to. accidents and
deaths involving the vehicles under their charge of
operation, registration ard certification.. Follw up
measures af.er the  period. of notices are being

contemplated.

The rotices served by COMMON CAUSE on'the
DTC functionary and the Director of Transport, as
olso the letter written to the Lt. Governor of Delhi all
sent registersd A.D., are reproduced below.

To the Chairman & Managing Director of DTC
24th January 1985

"vou would be aware that the Delhiroads have
become very unsafe. The DTC buses, which are opera
ted by the Delhi Transport Corporation for providing
transport facility to the citizens, constitute the major
‘contributory factor to the aggravation of this traffic

hazard.

“Nearly three deaths and. fifteen casualties are
caused every day on the Delhi roads. In the last
twelve days of January’ 85 as many as thirty aeaths
were caused by these accidents, During 1983 and
1984 the number of deaths caﬁséd by acc.dents on
the Delhi roads are reported to have been 1,034 and
1,147 respectively,” and the number of accidents
totalled 5,477 and 5,604. Out of these the nunber
of deaths and accidents caused by DTC buses and
n ini buses totalled about 3L0 and 1,200 respactiAver.
This shows that the fatalities'and accidents caused
by DTC buses and mini buses work to about 25 to
30% of the total casualties' due to accident onthe
roads.

“This is obviously a matter of grave concarn to
cit'zens. The number of buses on Deihi roads are
only a small fraction, comprising not more than two
percent of the totai number of automobile vehicles of
Delhi, yet the danger they pose to th2 usere of roads is
very serious and is costantly aggravating. DTC is the
agency charged with the responsibility of providing
public transport to the people, and the buses run by
DTC constitute the greatest source of danger onthe
roads.

 “These: accidents and fatalities are obviously
attrbutable to three main causes, nemely, fault of the
driver, inadequate maintenance of the vehicle and
undue speeding of the vehicle.

*It is of paramount. importance that the driver
should be of proven competence. The compstanze of
drivers will depend on the system of their recruitment
and training and their licencing only after thorough
verifications of competence in the mater of driving
public transport buses. We have tried to ascertain
the system adopted by DTC for the recruitment,
training and periodical orientation of the drivers but
have not been able to scoure from the office of DTC
any information in this regard. Wz have also'not been
able to verify whether the drivers are given medical
check-up for testing their colour or night blindness,
nor whether any means are  adopted py DTC for
ensuring that the drivers are not under the influence
ofintoxicants or drugs when they are- entrusted  the

/
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charge of buses. In the absence of any information
available in regard to these vital mat’ers, and know-
ing the general inedequate level* of competence of
drives of DTC buses, we cannot but assume that
there i rot satisfactory system of recruitment, training
orientation and medical check-up of the drives who
are given the charge of DTC buses to drive on the
roads of Delhi.

“In regard to maintenance vehicles of the DTC
fleet, likewise, we have not been able to get from
the DTC office any informotion on the system that has

" been adopted’ and consequently there is no ground

for us to believe that satisfactory and scientifice system
operates for ensuring road-worthiness of the buses
that are daily put on the road by DTC. It is also
not clear to us what system operates at present in
respect of licencing of road-worthiness of DTC buses
by the appropriate licencing authority and what res-
ponsibility in this regard is assumed by the DTC. It is
obvious thatin the absence of a scientifically based
system cl ecking of vehicles, replacement of parts by
genuine and dependable parts, and thorough testing
of each vehicle before it is put on the road, there can
always be grave danger of causation of acciden due
to failure of any mechanism such as brakes, wheels,
tyres/tubes, steering, etc.

“In the matter of specd we understand that the
drivers of DTC buses are given the direction of main-
taining an average speed of 35 Kms. This iimplies
that a DTC bus would normally have to go upto the

“speed of 50-55 Kms. in order tn maintain the average

¢peed of 35 Km. It is obvious that the prescription
of average speed of 35 Kms, for vehicles of the size
of pubic transport buses, is » matter of very cerious
hazard, and there is not doubt that this speed is an
important contributory factor to cauSation of accidents
by DTC buses. We also understand that there is no
system yet evolved for installation of speed governors
on_the DTC buses

“"We hold that all the above-mentioned theree
factors are such in which appropriate steps, ef fectively
taken cy you can positively curtail and prevent acci-
dents. The fact that accidents continue to be caused.

crushing children, adults and cvclists under the wheels,
knocking off pedestrians and others, hitting and over
turninig vehicles, shows that the responsibility and
duty in regard to these primary factors in relation 1o
the operation of DTC buses, is not being properly
discharged.

You in the capacity of Chairman and Managing
Director of DTC are the fountain-head, repository and

scurce of this duty and responsibility. The failure |

of proper discharge of this duty and responsibility,
which is the primary cause of the fatalities and |

accidents caussed by the DTC buses on the Delhi -

roads, is a failure attributable directly and personally ‘[
to you. Every death and accident, caused by any |
DTZ busin any part or any road of Delhi, which l's:
attridutable to either of the above mentioned factors, |
is obviously therefor® due to your personal negligence'
to properly and effectivelry discharge your duty and
responsibility in regard tn the three abova-mentionad

factors.

“We an organisation of citzens interested in the
common problems and grievances of the people,
hereby serve you with this notice that within two
months from the date of receipt of the notice you
Should kindly take proper and effective steps to esure
that your personal duty and responsibi lity in relation
to three above-mentionen factors regarding the opera-
tion of DTC busese, is properly discharged and that
there is not negligence in this regard. If after expiry
of two months any death is caused on Delhi roads by
any DTC bus, wherein it appears that the accident has
been caused due to the neglect in respect of any of
the above-mentioned factors, we will hold you |
personal'y and criminally responsible for such death |
and the consequences thereof. In the circumstances |
we will launch appropriate legal processes to that !
end. J‘

“Meanwhile, we would be glad to receive from J
You, if you so desire, detailed particulars of any
system which may have already been stablished in
respect of above-mentionea thres factors. namely,
(i) the recruitment, training, periodical orientation,
medical cheek-up etc. of the drivers, (ii) constant and
Proper maintenance of the DTC buses for ensuring
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their road-worthiness, and (ii) the speed regulation
for avoidance of accidents. We would be glad to
know also about any improvements which you pro-
pose effecting in relation to either of these three
factors for future avoidance of accident :

“*1f we do not receive ans reply within a period of
15 days from the receipt of this notice we will assume
that you do not intend to supply us any information
in regzrd to either the present system of the improve-

ments you propose to effect.”

To the Lirector of Transport of Delhi Administra-
tion a letter on similar line has been sent, relatng to
heavy motor vehicles.

Rgplies have been received both from the chair-
man & Managing Director of DTC and the Director of
Tronsport, in which they have shown their won
anxiety to continue taking further measure to reducs
the accidents and deaths on the roads.

ON HOLIDAYS

Immediately after Rajive Gandi formed his new
Cabinet COMMON CAUSE addreesed a letter to all
the Ministers and to the Prime M'nister stressing
the Importance of creating the proper atmospeere
of work ethic and in this context the fundamental
importance of cutting down the proliferating holidays
in the country this letter has obvious importance

and we reproduce it. We hope that in course of .

time the atmosphes will also be created to increase
the woiking hours and to switch on to five-day week,
which will eventually save on wastage through
hoildays and other off-days and at the same time
enable to meet their social obligations.

The letter addressed to the Ministers reads:

“The New Ministry of Rajive Gandhi holds out
great promise. It has raised enormous hopes.
Prime Minister's emphas’s. inter alia, on efficiet and
purposeful anministration has caught the imaginat.on
of the people.

“Numberous suggestions will be offered to the
Government for achieving the objective of revamping
the administration.- We offer importnat one.

“This country, over the years, has got stuck in
the quagmire of numerous hoidays. Competing
demands for meeting the requirements of differcnt
religions festivals ond occasions, have led to the
pernieious multiplicity of holidays. These hamper
procuction and productivity and have generated an
atmosphere of all-roune laxity.

“There should be only three national holidaps:
the Repucrlic day, Independence day and Mahatma
Gandei’s birthday. Anybody wanting to enjoy any
other holiday should debit itto his quota of casual
leave which should be prescribed and limited. This
rule should prevail in all offices and in industry and
busisiness. : :

‘ Connected with this is the quesion of timing of
the offices, Starting the government offices at 10 a m.
has been the bane of their efficient functioning. The
ceuntry must outgrow this timing of colonial days.
There is no reason why offices cannot start at 9. a.m.,
even earlier during the summnar, with staggered
hours for different offices so that the public transport
system can be utilized to best advantags, instezad of
all affices opening at the same timz and thereby
unduly straining the transport

“Bold decisions of this ..ature will give taeth to
the emphasls that the new Government has put on
the improvement of administration. Decisions by the
Central Government on these important matters will
set a pattern for the Staty Governments to follow. We
hope that you and your colleagues will take up this

matter with the Prime Minister for action by the
Home Minister and the Labour Misister

“COMMON. CAUSE has from time to time been
transmitting suggestions of national importance to the

Government. The present suggestion is the first one
to the new Ministry.

‘“\We are communicating these suggestions. also
to the Prime Minister.”
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FOR PENSIONERS

‘O Pensioners have been very anxiously waiting for
the results of « ur two Writ Petitions, one relating to
the family pension and the other regarding restora-
tion of pension commutation. ~ Family pension case
was heard on the 18th March’ 85. The hon'ble judges
openly remarked that there was inequity and discrimi-

. npation involved in denying family pension to the
_ pre-1.1 1964 pensioners, whether they were alive or

have died. They remarked also about the discrimina-
tion caused by the orders issued on 22nd September
1977. The Government Advocate was asked to get
the matter rectified and report to the court. The
Pension Commutation case came up for hearing before
the Supreme Court on 1st April” 85. In this case too

" the hon’'ble judges remarked that the position needs

to be rectified by the government with grace.
COMMOCN CAUSE was asked to submit an applica-
tion to the newly created Department of pensions
seeking reetification of the problem. The Govern-
ment Advocate was directed to report to the court on
15th April the decision taken by the Government. We
now hope that orders of the Government will" soon
issue after fiter final decision of the court. Mr. Harish
Save, Advocate and Mr. Anil Diwan, Siniour Advo-
cate, represented COMMON CAUSE in he respective
Wr.t Petitions relating to Family Pension and pension
Commutation.

(O Some pencioners have already written to us that
if the oommuted portion of their pension is restored
they will send donation of one month’s amount to
COMMON. CAUSE for further strengthening it to
provide more services to the people’ We are indeed
grateful for this offer and promise to continue provid-
ing our humble and dedicated services to the people.
The contributing pensioners will be eligible for nomi-

* nating others for entitlement of membership in accor-
. dance with the rules previously communicated if they

already hold annual membership or life membersaip.

We donot want the beneficiaries of family pension to

take the trouble of sending us contr.butions from their
meagre pensions,

() We had written to the Finance Minister three -‘

months ago that when and instalements of dearnees |

allowance are announced for the serving employees
on the basis of rice in the cost of livingindax the
government shouid  simultaneously announce  the
senction of dearness relief also to the pensiones and
that serious delays caused in making ths. announce-
ments for the pensioners should be avoided It's
a happy augury that.when the government. this time
announced the sanction payment.of dearnsss. pay.
to the serving employees the sanction of payment of

dearness relief was s’ multaneously announzed by tha

Finahce Minister.

(O Ths long and single-handed fight putup by one
pensione: Mr. V.P.. Gautam, previously of Haryana
cadre of the. LA.S. has borne fruit. The. Punjab &
Haryana High Court had decided in his favour. on the
bases of Supreme Court jugdement of 17.12.32,
awarding him the benefits arising . from the pension
liberalisation effected. by the Governmant of india
from 1.1.1373. This decision:was"challeggd in the’
Supreme Court by the Haryana Government as well as
the Government of 'India on the grounds primarily
whether the petitioner was entitled  to. the  benfits
of the previous pension liberalisation . schems: and
whether he was
of interest.
were dismissed and on the aspect of in-
terest the hon’ble court cid not pass any ordér.
Arising from this “decision ot'the Supreme Court

entitled also to the payment‘:
On the first question the appeals

A

COMMON CAUSE has written to the Finance Ministry

requesting that they should suo moto icke the initia-
tive of extending to the pre-1973 pensioners the
benefits of pension. liberalisation effected. from
1.1:1973.

(O Gujarat High Cour_t on 21.2.1985 delivered judge-

‘ment disallowing review petition submitted by ‘ the

State' Government. against the previous judgement of

._A,the'cour,_tll whereby pre-1973 pensibners had’' been
"given the right to family pension' and gratuity and

pension on the basis merger of dearness- pay to pre-
1979 pensioners. 3 i










